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ABSTRACT

The need to streamline viewers’ disposition towdh#spredominant portrayal of rituals, in most Nige home
videos necessitated this study. The focus howewasram ascertaining if such portrayals dovetail withe framework of
construction of social reality. In other words, tthe people of the southern part of Nigeria engagdtuals as a means of
acquiring wealth or do they merely have procliity diabolism, as frequently portrayed in home wislsubsumed in their
socio-cultural settings? The method of study wasesuwith the questionnaire as the predominantimsént. The choice
of Portharcourt was informed by the fact that iniforemost cosmopolitan city in the south. A Skngize of 400 was
drawn from a population of 1,837,500 using Taro daeis formula. Actual respondents were reachedyusimulti-stage
cluster sampling technique. The reliability of thetrument as ascertained through Pearson’s Prddioictent Correlation
stood at 0.89. Findings however revealed thatIrttuemes, as used in Nigerian home videos, didsigutificantly reflect
the Nigerian cultural heritage. Findings furthepwld that their excessive use in Nigerian homeosgdgerved only to
create frills and thrills in plots. A synthesistbe foregoing, however, revealed that viewers atefavourably disposed
towards the excessive use of ritual themes singg ithadvertently portray the Nigerian cultural tege in the negative.
To this end, it was recommended that producersigéian home videos should focus more on themes sthiave to
construct social reality while projecting favounglihe rich cultural heritage of Nigeria. In termé epntribution to

knowledge, the findings of this study tend to reise the notion of film as a conveyor belt in caiyei constructs.
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